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Technical Note - Drive Modbus Register-based Digital Output 
Activation
Overview:

The purpose of this application note is to provide guidance on how to program a Yaskawa drive’s digital output in such a way that it 
opens/closes based on the contents of an individual Modbus register within the drive.

Applicable Products:

• GA800

• A1000

• U1000

• Z1000U

Purpose:

Yaskawa drives’ digital outputs have many different uses and functions that can be programmed. However, there are times when a user wants 
the drive’s digital output to behave based on a specific function or variable that is not listed in the digital output settings. For example, say the 
user wants the digital output to close during a specific fault of overvoltage (OV) only. There is a setting of “E” that the user can set to close the 
output during a fault. However, the setting of “E” will cause the digital output to close not only during an OV fault, but any fault. The setting of 
“E” will not satisfy the case of closing the digital output during the OV fault only. However, there is a digital output setting that can greatly expand 
the possible behaviors of the digital outputs. The setting H2-0X=62 or 63 can utilize any Modbus register from the drive and open/close a 
digital output based on that Modbus register’s contents.

Modbus Registers:

The Yaskawa Technical Manual is where the Modbus register table can be found for each drive. Some registers are broken down into bits while 
other registers represent a variable such as output current for example. The digital output function described in this application note will be 
most beneficial for the registers that are broken up bit by bit.

Please note: The settings H2-0X=62/63, 162/163 are not available in the A1000 drive models 4A0930 and 4A1200.

Also note: Even though there are 3 multi-function digital outputs on the GA800 drive, there are only two sets of settings (62 & 63) in which a 
total of two Modbus registers may be used.
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The table below shows the three multi-function digital output settings on the GA800 drive. Setting H2-01=62 for example will force the M1/M2 
digital output to open/close based on the Modbus register selected in H2-07 and the specific bit or bits selected in H2-08.

After setting H2-01=62, the desired Modbus register must be programmed into H2-07. A complete list of Modbus registers is located in the 
drive’s technical manual. Each register has a hexadecimal address which must be set into H2-07 as a hexadecimal value. Lastly, the Modbus 
register’s bit or bits must be specified in H2-08. Every Modbus register consists of a 16-bit word. The figure below shows a breakdown of the 
16-bit word into 4 nibbles:
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H2-08 must be programmed as a 4-digit setting, no matter which bit is desired. Each digit in the H2-08 setting represents a nibble of the 16-bit 
register. As shown above, there are 4 nibbles in a 16-bit register, each nibble consisting of 4 bits. In order to trigger the digital output based 
on the least significant bit of the least significant nibble, H2-08 should be set to 0001 (0001 in binary equals 1 in hexadecimal). Likewise, in 
order to trigger the most significant bit of the least significant nibble, H2-08 should be set to 0008 (1000 in binary equals 8 in hexadecimal).

Some examples of binary to hexadecimal:

• 1010 = A

• 0111 = 7

• 1101 = D

• 0100 = 4

Example #1:

It is desired to close the M1/M2 digital output only if the drive faults on overvoltage (OV). Any other drive fault should not activate M1/M2. The 
only digital output setting possible would be H2-01=62. H2-07 can then be set to 0021h which contains the bit for OV fault. Since the OV fault 
bit is bit 1, H2-08 may be programmed to 0002 indicating that the digital output should close only when bit 1 in register 0021h is “high.” All 
other bits in the register will be ignored.

„OR‰ Configuration:

It is possible for the drive’s digital output to look at 2 or more bits within the same Modbus register. When programmed in this manner, the 
digital output will act as an OR configuration. This means that if any of the selected bits is high, then the digital output will close.

Below are truth tables which illustrate how the drive’s digital output will behave based on the H2-0X setting of 62/63 or 162/163 (inverse). 
When setting 62/63 is selected, the digital output can be programmed to operate based on more than 1 bit. For example, if H2-08=3, then 
the digital output will close if bit 0 OR bit 1 OR both go high in that Modbus register. If the digital output is set to 162/163, then the output will 
operate exactly inverse, meaning all possible outcomes will be opposite from setting 62/63. When the inverse 162/163 setting is used, the 
digital output follows a NOR gate when multiple bits are selected.



4 Yaskawa America, Inc., TN.MODBUS.01

Example #2:

It is desired to close the M1/M2 digital output when the drive is either at zero speed OR is at speed agree. Looking down the list of Modbus 
registers, register 004Bh has both of these drive statuses in the same register. During zero speed is bit 1 and during speed agree is bit 4. So 
the drive settings would go as follows: Set H2-01=62, H2-07=004Bh, H2-08=0012.

H2-01 and H2-07 are fairly straightforward as to how to set them. H2-08 however can be tricky and a little confusing. Breaking down register 
004Bh, focusing only on bit 4 and bit 1 results in 0000 0000 0001 0010 shown in nibbles separated by a space. The first 2 nibbles starting 
from the left are both 0. The third is 1 and the forth is 2. Combine all four nibbles and you get 0012 which gets set in H2-08.

Example #3:

It is desired to program a drive digital output that can close both when the run command is from the operator keypad AND during speed agree. 
It is possible to create this functionality by utilizing 2 separate digital outputs. Register 002Ch contains both desired bits. The drive settings are 
as follows: H2-01=62, H2-02=63, H2-07=002Ch, H2-08=0400, H2-09=002Ch, H2-10=0004. These settings use M1/M2 and M3/M4.

H2-01 = 62/63

H2-01 = 162/163
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In order to connect them as an AND function, they need to be used in series so that the output will be “high” when both digital outputs are 
closed. One way to do this is to jumper terminals M2 and M3 together and use terminals M1 and M4 as the contact terminals.

Other Possible Combinations:

In addition to having the digital output act on a single bit or multiple bits within a register, or even using the inverse function 162/163, there are 
other possible combinations, such as using two separate digital outputs (one programmed for 62 and the other programmed to 63) which 
could be wired in series with each other to produce an AND circuit.
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